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Our students with special needs
received an early visit from Santa
that was filled with love and
generosity from our local
community. The Marysville
Rotary bought a personalized gift
for each student and Recology
Yuba-Sutter provided a delicious
lunch. Special thanks to
Courtney Coburn, Jody Kerr and
Josh Brock for making this day
extra special for students!

 

Jim Whitaker, teacher at Thomas

E. Mathews organized TEM's first

annual turkey meal give away.

Each student left with a smoked

turkey and gift basket with all the

fixings for a delicious holiday

meal. A huge thank you to a lot of

exceptional people. Jeremy &

Amy Delay at Grocery Outlet for

storing the turkeys and providing

food for gift baskets at a low cost.

Jim King for volunteering his

time to cook 25 turkeys for our

students and staff. Jerry Handy

for bringing over the huge smoker

from Glad Tidings Church. Jim

Whitaker, thank you  for

providing this meaningful event

for the students at TEM!

John Mejia has saved the day
on many occasions here at
YCOE. Courtney Coburn
shared her thoughts on the
impact John has made at her
site. John has always worked
very hard at Virginia School to
make sure the needs of
students and staff come first in
problem solving and handling
any issues that arise. His time,
energy and expertise are
appreciated by all of us at
Virginia School. During the
PG&E Public Safety Power
Shutdown, John worked
tirelessly at Spring Valley
Preschool to set-up a generator
over the weekend so students
could attend school on Monday.
John Mejia, thank you for going
above and beyond and doing so
with a smile!
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Upcoming Events

Friday, Jan. 10 - 
Coffee with a Cop, One Stop -
Beckwourth Room 9:00am
Monday, January 20 - 
MLK Day, YCOE Office closed
 



What is your department, title, and how long have you
worked for YCOE? This school year marks my 9th
year working for YCOE. I worked as a teacher in
room 4 at Virginia School for two years, followed by
two years at Wheatland Elementary School (k-2),
then I opened the Ella classroom (2-5) in 2015. 
Describe how your role helps support
programs/schools/students directly or indirectly.
My role with the county is as a special education
teacher serving students with moderate to severe
special needs on a district site. I'm blessed to work
with nine incredible students with disabilities
ranging from Autism to Intellectual Disabilities. In
addition to my role as a teacher, I'm a Tri County
Support Provider for three YCOE teachers clearing
their teaching credential. 
What do you most appreciate about your
department/team? I have received so much support,
encouragement and guidance from my current and
past administrators; Sally Sokoloski, Leslie Cena,
Josh Harris, Courtney Cobourn, Jessica Burrone, and
Jody Kerr that has shaped the teacher I am today. On
a daily basis, I have been blessed to work alongside
incredible teachers (Ms. Tristan), and para-
educators (Courtney, Jacob and Annie)  who
facilitate wonderful learning environments for our
students. Finally, though I don't see them everyday,
the team of teachers I belong in, provide ongoing
support, ideas, and positivity during some of the
most stressful times (Thanks Dawn, Rachael, Sammy
and Andrea).
What is your proudest moment at YCOE? Why
Though a team effort, anytime a student is able to
transition from my class back to the district is an
exciting moment. On a professional note, when I
became the SMARTBoard certified trainer for YCOE. 
What do you like to do in your spare time? My
boyfriend and I enjoy traveling and taking our two
dogs to the dog park. Photography, hiking, spending
time with friends and family, and naps are among my
favorite pastimes.
What is something many people may not know about
you? I can't whistle or wink. That's about as much
mystery as you get with me:)
If you could meet anyone in the world, living or
deceased, who would it be and why? My grandparents
who died before I was born. 
 
 
 
 

Briefly describe your background (where you grew up,
family, why you came to work for YCOE). Born and
raised in Loma Rica, attended MJUSD schools from
kindergarten to high school. After graduating from
Marysville High School in 2002, I moved to Chico to
study communication design and child development
at Chico State. After graduating in 2007, I moved to
midtown, Sacramento, where I worked as a service
coordinator for Alta Regional for families with special
needs. This work inspired me to get my credential at
Brandman University. In 2009, I became an intern
teacher for EGUSD, teaching a functional living skills
class. In 2011, I decided to move back to the Yuba-
Sutter area to be closer to family. Though sad to leave
the families, teachers, and administrators, not to
mention to give up the tenure I just had been granted,
I was happy to accept a job as a teacher at Virginia
School.
 

Team Member Spotlight

Like and share the @yubacoe

Facebook page

Hector shared his holiday cheer while
stopping by the main office. He was
not allowed to leave without sitting for
a picture. Thanks Hector for being a
good sport!
 

Santa's helper found!

Lesley O'Brien

http://yubacoe/

